MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes X _

DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM no__
.Property Name:  Druid Theater Inventory Number: M:11-6-2

Address: 9840 Main Street City: Damascus Zip Code: 20872
County: Montgomery USGS Topographic Map: Damascus
Owner: ABW Investment, Inc. Is the property being evaluated a district? __ yes
Tax Parcel Number: 63-A  Tax Map Number: FY Tax Account ID Number:
Project: Woodfield Road (CR 124) Extension Agency: Mo. Co. Dept. of Pub. Wrks. And Transp.
Site visitby MHT Staff: ~~ no __yes Name: Date:
Is the property located within a historic district? _ yes X no

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number:

NR-listed district _ yes  Eligible district _ yes District Name:

Preparer’s Recommendation:  Contributing resource_yes  no Non-contributing but eligible in another context

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district)

Preparer’s Recommendation: Eligible X yes no

.Crileria: A B XcC D  Considerations: A B C D E F G None

Documentation on the property/district is presented in:  Historic Resources Determination of Eligibility Report-Woodfield Rd.

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo)

Summary
The Druid Theater is located at 9840 Main Street in downtown Damascus. The theater was built in 1947 in the Art

Deco/Moderne Style. The main block is a tall two-story, five-bay, blond brick Art building with a shallow-pitched
gable roof and a slightly stepped parapet on the north. The north fagade is faced with stone and there is some
incised carving in a geometric pattern at the northeast and northwest corners. There is a four-tiered, metal marquee
set above the central entrance on the north. On the east is a one-story brick-and-glass wing with a flat roof and
stone fagade; it is now a drugstore.

Architectural Description
The Druid Theater is located at 9840 Main Street in downtown Damascus. The building stands on a 1.74-acre

parcel and faces directly on the street. There are parking lots on the east and west of the theater. The main block is a
tall two-story, five-bay blond brick Art Deco/Moderne-style building with a shallow-pitched gable roof and a
slightly stepped parapet on the north. The north fagade is faced with stone and has five inset panels with narrow 8-
light, fixed sash windows. The name DRUID is spelled in metal letters above the panels and there is some incised
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carving in a geometric pattern at the northeast and northwest corners. There is a four-tiered metal marquee set
above the central entrance on the north and there are rounded glass block panels flanking the entrance in addition to
a row of modern windows. The other three elevations of the building are functional and feature a brick corbel
cornice and casement windows. On the east is a one-story brick-and-glass wing with a flat roof and stone facade: it
is now a drugstore. This wing has an entrance on the east. The former Druid Theater closed in the early 1980s, after
which time it was converted to a medical/professional building. Although it no longer retains its original floor plan,
there have only been minimal alterations on the exterior.

Evaluation

The Druid Theater is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion C in the
area of architecture on the local level with the period of significance 1945-1947. The Druid Theater is not NRHP-
eligible under Criterion A or B. Completed in 1947, this “Streamlined” theater exhibits features of the Art
Deco/Moderne styles including the incised zig-zag pattern of the stonework, a sweeping four-tired marquee, and
curved corner walls of glass blocks. Largely unaltered on the exterior, the Druid Theater is based on a design by the
regionally well-known movie theater architect John J. Zink, and is one of only three period theaters remaining in
the county. In 1988, the Druid Theater (MHT ID Number 11-6-2) was placed on the Montgomery County
“Locational Atlas and Index of Historic Sites” as an individual landmark “because of its scale, prominent location,
and distinctive architecture.” The boundary for the Druid Theater is the entire 1.74-acre parcel as shown on Tax
map FY, parcel 63-A. This parcel is historically associated with the theater.

. Prepared by: Geoffrey B. Henry Date Prepared: February 2003
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Druid Theater
9840 Main Street, Damascus




M: 11-6-2

Druid Theater

9840 Main Street, Damascus
1947

Private

The Druid Theater is located at 9840 Main Street in downtown Damascus. The theater
was built in 1947 in the Art Deco/Moderne Style. The main block is a tall two-story, five-
bay, blond brick building with a shallow-pitched gable roof and a slightly stepped parapet
on the north. The north fagade is faced with stone and there is some incised carving in a
geometric pattern at the northeast and northwest corners. There is a four-tiered, metal
marquee set above the central entrance on the north. On the east is a one-story brick-and-
glass wing with a flat roof and stone fagade; it is now a drugstore. The former theater has
been converted to a medical/professional building and does not retain its original floor
plan.

Largely unaltered on the exterior, the 1947 Druid Theater is based on a design by the
regionally well-known movie theater architect John J. Zink, and is one of only three
period theaters remaining in the county. In 1988, the Druid Theater was placed on the
Montgomery County “Locational Atlas and Index of Historic Sites” as an individual
landmark “because of its scale, prominent location, and distinctive architecture.”
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1. Name of Property

(indicate preferred name)

historic Druid Theater

other

2. Location

street and number 9840 Main Street N/A not for publication
city, town Damascus ___ vicinity
county Montgomery

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)
name ABW Investment Inc.
street and number PO Box 2348 telephone
city, town Rockville state MD zip code 20850

4. Location of Legal Description

. courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthouse liber folio

city, town Rockville tax map FY tax parcel 64A andB tax ID number

5. Primary Location of Additional Data

Contributing Resource in National Register District
Contributing Resource in Local Historic District
Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Recorded by HABS/HAER
Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT

X Other:_ Maryland Historical Trust

6. Classification

Category Ownership Current Function Resource Count
___ district ___ public ____agriculture _____landscape Contributing Noncontributing
__ X building(s) __X private __X commerceltrade ____ recreation/culture 1 0 buildings
structure ____ both _ defense religion 0 0 sites
site __domestic social 0 0 structures
____ object __education _____transportation 0 0 objects
_ funerary _____work in progress 1 0 Total
______government _____unknown
__ X _health care _____vacant/not in use Number of Contributing Resources
__industry other: previously listed in the Inventory

0




7. Description Inventory No. M:11-6-2

Condition
_excellent ____deteriorated
X _good ____ruins
_ fair ___ altered

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it
exists today.

Summary
The Druid Theater is located at 9840 Main Street in downtown Damascus. The main block is a tall two-story, five-bay

blond brick Art Moderne-style building with a shallow-pitched gable roof and a slightly stepped parapet on the north. The
north fagade is faced with stone and there is some incised carving in a geometric pattern at the northeast and northwest
corners. There is a metal marquee set above the central entrance on the north. On the east is a one-story brick-and-glass
wing with a flat roof that is now a drugstore. The former theater has been converted to a medical/professional building and
does not retain its original floor plan.

Architectural Description

The Druid Theater is located at 9840 Main Street in downtown Damascus. The building stands on a 1.74-acre parcel and
faces directly on the street. There are parking lots on the east and west of the theater. The main block is a tall two-story,
five-bay blond brick Art Moderne-style building with a shallow-pitched gable roof and a slightly stepped parapet on the
north. The north fagade is faced with stone and has five inset panels with narrow 8-light, fixed sash windows. The name
DRUID is spelled in metal letters above the panels and there is some incised carving in a geometric pattern at the
northeast and northwest corners. There is a metal marquee set above the central entrance on the north and there are
rounded glass block panels flanking the entrance in addition to modern windows. The other three elevations of the
building are functional and feature a brick corbel cornice and casement windows. On the east is a one-story brick-and-
glass wing with a flat roof that is now a drugstore. It has an entrance on the east. The former Druid Theater closed in the
early 1980s, after which time it was converted to a medical/professional building. Aithough it no longer retains its original
floor plan, there have only been minimal alterations on the exterior.




8. Significance

Inventory No. M:11-6-2

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below
__ 1600-1699 __ agriculture ___economics __ health/medicine __ performing arts
_1700-1799 __ archeology __education ___ industry __ philosophy
1800-1899 X _architecture __engineering ___ invention __ politics/government
X 1900-1999 __art X entertainment/ __ landscape architecture __ religion
__ 2000- __ commerce recreation __law ___science
___ communications __ ethnic heritage ___ literature __ social history
___ community planning __ exploration/ ___ maritime history __ transportation
___conservation settlement __ military ___ other:
Specific dates 1947 Architect/Builder John J. Zink
Construction dates  1945-1947
Evaluation for:
X National Register X Maryland Register not evaluated

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the

history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form — see manual.)

History

Completed in 1947, this “Streamlined™ theater exhibits features of the Art Deco/Moderne styles including the incised zig-
zag pattern of the stonework, a sweeping four-tired marquee, and curved corner walls of glass blocks. Largely unaltered,
the Druid Theater is based on a design by the regionally well-known movie theater architect John J. Zink, and is one of
only three period theaters remaining in the county. In 1988, the Druid Theater (MHT ID Number 11-6-2) was placed on
the Montgomery County Locational Atlas and Index of Historic Sites as an individual landmark “because of its scale,
prominent location, and distinctive architecture.” The boundary for the Druid Theater is the entire 1.74-acre parcel as

shown on Tax map, parcel (Figure 3). This parcel is historically associated with the theater.




- THVEnory NO. M:11-6-2
Montgomery County Deed records

Montgomery County Locational Atlas and Index of Historic Sites

40-Geographieat-Data

Acreage of surveyed property 1.74 acres
Acreage of historical setting 1.74

B T R T F T —

Verbal boundary description and justification
The boundary for the Druid Theater is shown on tax mapFY, parcel 63. It includes the property historically assocated with the
Druid Theater.

B e e T e

name/title Geoffrey B. Henry, Lead Architectural Historian

organization GAI Consultants, Inc. date November 2002
street & number 570 Beatty Road telephone  412-856-6400
city or town Monroeville state PA

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
DHCD/DHCP
100 Community Place
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023
410-514-7600
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION _ =

October 9, 1987

See correspondence dated

ACTION TAKEN

i INAL DRAFT AMENDMENT
TO
THE MiSTcrR PLAN FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

The purpose of this amendment is to remove the Damascus
Historic District from the Locational Atlas and Index of Historic
Sites in Montgomery County and to designate one resource within
*the area as an individual Historic Site to be protected under the
County’s Historic Preservation Ordinance, Chapter 24A of the .
Montgomery County Code:

Atlas Associated
Number Site Location Acreage
e y
11/6-2 _/Druid Theater 9840 Main Street 1.74 Acres
= Constructed between 1945 and 1947, this "streamlined"

theatre exhibits features of the Art Deco/Moderne styles
including zig-zag patterns cut into the roof line of its
limestone facade, a sweeping four-tiered marquee and an
entrance flanked by curved corner walls of glass block.

- Largely unaltered, the Druid is based on a design by the
regionally well known movie theatre architect of the
period, John J. Zink, and is one of only three period
theatres remaining in the County.

- This amendment recognizes that the Druid Theater,

distinctive architecture, has emerged as a landmark
along Main Street. The intention of designation is to
seek the preservation and integration of the
significant architectural features of the theater
building proper in any adaptive reuse or redevelopment.

Sites within the Damascus Historic District not recommended
for regulation under the Historic Preservation Ordinance are listed
in the Appendix.
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ~

May 30, 1986
See correspondence dated

ACTION TAKEN

M: 11/6 Damascus Historic District

PRELIMINARY DRAFT AMENDMENT
TO
THE MASTER PILAN FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

The purpose of this amendment is to consider the recommenda-
tion of the Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission to
. remove the Damascus Historic District from the Locational Atlas
and Index of Historic Sites in Montgomery County and to designate
the following resources within the area as individual Historic
Sites to be protected under the County's Historic Preservation
Ordinance, Chapter 24A of the Montgomery County Code:

Atlas Associated
Number Site Location Acreage
11/6-1 John Mount 9721 Main st. 5.73 Acres
House
/
11/6-2 Druid Thea%é%ii) 9840 Main Street 1.74 Acre
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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

- : — 8787 Georgia Avenue e Silver Spring. Maryland 20910-3760
. l..____. e

MEMORANDUM May 30, 1986

TO: Richard Ferrara, Director

Department of Housing and Community Development
John L. Menke, Director
Department of Environmental Protection
v//J' Rodney Little, Director
State Historic Preservation Office
Philip Cantelon, Chairperson
Historic Preservation Commission

FROM: Melissa C. Banach, Cocrdinatorr]f{T
Community Planning North “ktf;-

SUBJECT: Preliminary Draft Amendment to the Master Plan for
Historic Preservation: Damascus Historic Resources

. I am pleased to transmit to you this Preliminary Draft
Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation: Damascus
Historic Resources.

This document contains the Montgomery County Historic
Preservation Commission's recommendation to remove the Damascus
Historic District from the Locational Atlas and Index of Historic
Sites and to designate two resources within the District as
individual historic sites.

The Montgomery County Planning Board will hold a public
hearing on this Preliminary Draft Amendment on June 19, 1986 at
10:00 A.M., in the Auditorium of the Montgomery Regional Office
at 8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland.

Should you have any questions concerning this specific
Preliminary Draft Amendment, please do not hesitate to contact
Marty Reinhart at 495-4565.

MCB:MR:dws
Attachment
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PRELIMINARY DRAFT AMENDMENT
TO THE
MASTER PLAN FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION:

DAMASCUS HISTORIC RESOURCES

May 1986

An amendment to the Damascus Master Plan, June 1982, as amended
1985; being also an amendment to the General Plan for the
Physical Development of the Maryland-Washington Regional District

and to the Master Plan of Highways within Montgomery County,
Maryland.

THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

8787 Georgia Avenue 14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20910-9990 Upper Marlboro, MD 20772-3090




. TITLE:

AUTHOR:
SUBJECT:

DATE:

ABSTRACT
Preliminary Draft Amendment to the Master Plan for
Historic Preservation: Damascus Historic Resources

The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission

Preliminary Draft Amendment to the Master Plan for
Historic Preservation: Damascus Historic Resources

May 1986

PLANNING AGENCY: The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning

Commission

SOURCE OF COPIES: The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning

Commission
8787 Georgia Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20910

SERIES NUMBER: 8063862506

NUMBER OF PAGES: 26

ABSTRACT:

This document contains the text, with supporting maps,
for an amendment to the Master Plan for Historic
Preservation and to the Damascus Master Plan. It
contains the recommendations of the Montgomery County
Historic Preservation Commission for the designation
of two historic resources located within the Damascus
Locational Atlas historic district as individual
historic sites, and for the removal of the balance of
the Damascus district from the Atlas and further regu-
lation under the County's Preservation Ordinance.
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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission is a
bi-county agency created by the General Assembly of Maryland in
1927. The Commission's geographic authority extends to the great
majority of Montgomery and Prince George's Counties; the Mary-
land-Washington Regional District (M-NCPPC planning jurisdiction)
comprises 1,001 square miles, while the Metropolitan District
(parks) comprises 919 square miles, in the two Counties.

The Commission has three major functions:

(1) The preparation, adoption, and from time to time amend-
ment or extension of the General Plan for the
physical development of the Maryland-Washington Re-
gional District;

(2) The acquisition, development, operation, and mainte-
nance of a public park system; and

(3) In Prince George's County only, the operation of the
entire County public recreation program.

The Commission operates in each county through a Planning Board
appointed by and responsible to the county government. All local
plans, recommendations on zoning amendments, administration of
subdivision regulations, and general administration of parks are
responsibilities of the Planning Boards.
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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

COMMISSIONERS
Montgomery County Prince George's County
Planning Board Planning Board
Norman L. Christeller, Chairman John Rhoads, Chairman
Mable Granke, Vice Chair Roy I. Dabney, Jr., Vice Chairman
Judith B. Heimann Edgar B. Keller, Jr.
Betty Ann Krahnke Margaret Yewell
Richmond M. Keeney Samuel Botts

DEPARTMENT HEADS

Thomas H. Countee, Jr.
Executive Director

A. Edward Navarre
Secretary-Treasurer

Arthur S. Drea, Jr.
General Counsel

Richard E. Tustian
Montgomery County Planning Director

John F. Downs, Jr.
Prince George's County Planning Director

Donald K. Cochran
Montgomery County Parks Director

Hugh B. Robey
Prince George's County Parks and Recreation Department

Patricia Plunkett
Community Relations Officer, Montgomery County

Robert D. Reed
Community Relations Officer, Prince George's County

COMMISSION REGIONAL OFFICES

8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20910
14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive, Upper Marlboro, MD 20772
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INTRODUCTION

. In July 1979 the County moved to establish permanent tools
for protecting and preserving its historic and architectural
heritage by adopting a functional Master Plan for Historic Pre-
servation and enacting a Historic Preservation Ordinance, Chapter
24A of the County Code.

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission was
created with the enactment of the County's Historic Preservation
Ordinance and was charged with the responsibility of researching
and evaluating historic resources according to criteria specified
in the Ordinance. The Commission then recommends those worthy of
preservation to the Montgomery County Planning Board for inclu-
sion in the Master Plan for Historic Preservation and protection
under the Ordinance.

THE AMENDMENT PROCESS

Upon receiving a recommendation from the Historic Preserva-
tion Commission, the Planning Board holds a public hearing to
make its determination using the same criteria, considering the
purposes of the Ordinance, and balancing the importance of the
historic resource with other public interests.

If, in balance, the Planning Board finds the historic
resource should be designated, it will then forward a Master Plan
. Amendment to the County Council. The Council may hold a hearing
before it acts, if appropriate. Upon approval by the Council and
adoption by the Planning Board of the amendment, the historic
resource would then become designated on the Master Plan, and
thus, subject to the protection of the Ordinance.

Like the Master Plan itself, these amendments would not
attempt to specifically delineate the appurtenances and environ-
mental setting for each resource. As a general rule, the
resource would be recommended for placement with its original or
existing property boundaries or, in the event of subdivision, at
least the minimum size lot permitted by the zone in which the
resource occurs, unless the Planning Board, upon the advice of
the Historic Preservation Commission, finds that a larger area is
essential to preserve the integrity of the site. The Master Plan
Amendment will, however, indicate where the environmental setting
is subject to refinement in the event of development. Where
applicable, the amendment will describe an appropriate setting
and specify those features of the site and their location rela-
tive to the resource that the setting is intended to protect. It
is anticipated that for a majority of the sites designated, the
appropriate point at which to refine the environmental setting
will be when the property is subdivided. Designation of the
entire parcel at the time of placement on the Master Plan will
therefore allow the maximum flexibility to preserve the site
while retaining the ability to be responsive to development plans

. which recognize important features of the resource.







